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Geheral Notes. 179 

The Four Greater Prophets.— Isaiah may be compared to a majestic oak, 
shadowing with its leafy boughs the palace of the kings of Judah in the time of 
its prosperity. Jeremiah is like a weeping willow, whose branches hang down to 
the ground, in the midst of the ruins of this deserted palace. Ezekiel reminds us 
of one of those aromatic Eastern plants whose vivifying odors perfume the coun- 
try, and revive the heart of the fainting traveller. Daniel is like a tree rising out 
of the midst of a vast plain, which may be seen from all sides — a signal to guide 
the caravan in its march. 

So has God in all ages drawn near his people, and answered with the fidelity 
of a father to their needs. At every critical moment, and, so to say, at every 
bifurcation of the road, he has been found, rising up early, (according to the beauti- 
ful expression of Jeremiah xxix., 19) and pouring forth his saving counsels 
through his prophets. And all these different voices combine in one to proclaim 
together the master-law, the supreme principle of all history: He that exalteth 
himself shall be abased. It was to this law that all the powers of the ancient 
world— the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Greek, and the Koman monarchies 
— had to bow their proud heads. The littleness of Israel was no protection against 
the application of this great principle. As soon as it took upon itself to make its 
Divine election the ground of a monopoly, as soon as it dared to make itself an 
end in itself, instead of simply an instrument, as it was in God's purpose, the 
thunder-bolt which falls from heaven upon everything that exalts itself, struck it 
in its littleness. For, let us ever bear in mind that the pride of the little is no 
more tolerable in the eyes of the Most High than that of the great. 

This law, indeed, which judged the ancient world, rules the modern world 
also. It is for this reason that the words of the prophets concern us still. They 
fell from too great a height to be of merely local or temporary application. Till 
the end of the world they will recall to men, dazzled with the sense of their own 
greatness, what they are, and what God is. Individuals, families, nations, all 
remain for ever subject to this law. 

Has a nation attained to the summit of prosperity,— does she natter herself 
that she is by her enlightenment, by her political or military organization, or by 
her moral development, at the head of the world's civilization ? The Holy Spirit 
says to her through the mouth of Isaiah, "The lofty looks of man shall be 

humbled; the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day Sanctify the Lord of 

hosts Himself, and let Him be our fear, and let Him be our dread." 

Or does a nation, after having shut her ears to the Divine warnings, fall to 
the earth under the unforeseen judgments which overtake her, and does she lie 
like a wounded man bleeding upon the ground ? Jeremiah comes forth and thus 
addresses her, " Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his 

arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord Wherefore doth a living man 

complain, a man for the punishment of his sins V" 

Does a nation, shattered by the chastisements of the Almighty, do homage to 
her heavenly Judge, and instead of madly cursing the rod which smites her, give 
glory to the Hand which chastens her ? Then is the moment when Ezekiel cries 

to her, " Ye shall live, and ye shall know that I am the Lord when I shall 

hide my face no more from you ; when I have poured out my spirit upon you." 

Finally, does any nation, after having experienced the bright dawn of restora- 
tion, give herself up once more to ambitious hopes and earthly aspirations ? Daniel 
comes forward and reminds her that the realization of the golden age of the latter 
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days is not the work of man, but of the Christ; that the abolition of social 
miseries can only be the result of the suppression of sin ; that the era of good for 
mankind can only date from the day on which the Sun of Bighteousness shall arise ; 
—in short, that glory is, in the Divine order, only the crown of holiness. 

There are no longer apostles — and why ? Because Peter, Matthew, Paul, 
John, are still our apostles. God no longer raises up prophets— why '? Because 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, are still to be our prophets. Let us then study 
their words, not in order to try to tear asunder, in idle curiosity, the veil which 
hides the future ; but to learn how to make constant use of the present time in 
■view of the end ; so that whenever we prepare ourselves to meditate upon their 
words, it may be in the spirit of an Isaiah, at the time when he bent his ear to 
receive the Divine message : — 

"Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee ; the 
desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. With my soul 
have I desired thee in the night ; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee 
early : for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness." — QodeVs Studies on the Old Testament. 



Rabbinical Sayings concerning Marriage. — The sublime ethical doctrines of 
the Bible concerning the matrimonial relation are re-echoed in the Rabbinical 
sayings contained in the Talmud and Midrash. The following is a selection from 
these sayings : 

" He who liveth without a wife is no perfect man." (Yebamoth 63.) 

" To be unmarried is to live without joy, without blessing, without kindness, 
without religion, without protection, without peace." (Yebamoth 62.) 

" As soon as a man marries, his sins decrease." (Yebamoth 63.) 

" First build a house and plant a vineyard (i, e., provide for the means of the 
household) and then take a wife." (Sota 24.) 

" No man without a wife, neither a woman" without a husband, nor both of 
them without God." (Bereshith Rabba, chap. 8.) 

" If virtuous, they are helpmates to each other ; if not they stand against each 
other." (Yebamoth 63.) 

" God dwells with the faithful husband and wife. Without him they are 
consumed by the fire of strife." (Sota 17.) 

" Descend a step in choosing a wife." (Yebamoth 63.) 

" Let youth and old age not be joined in marriage, lest the purity and peace 
of domestic life be disturbed." (Sanhedr. 76 ; Yebamoth 101.) 

" He who marries for money, his children shall be a curse to him." (Kidd. 70.) 

" A man's home means his wife." (Yoma 2.) 

" Let a man be careful to honor his wife, for he owes to her alone all the 
blessing of his house." (B. Metzia 59.) 

" If in anger the one hand removed thy wife, let the other hand again bring 
her to thy heart." (Sanhedrin 1076.) 

" A man should be careful lest he afflict his wife, for God counts her tears." 
(B. Metzia 59.) 

" Honor thy wife and thou wilt be happy." (B. Metzia 59.) 

"Who is rich? He who has a noble wife." (Sota 17.) 



